I Went Back to Ohio

I just returned from a trip to my hometown in northeastern Ohio--unlike Chrissie Hynde, I found that my cities hadn't gone at all--where I had the opportunity to talk with a group of graduate students at Kent University.  I threw them a bit of a curve ball when my presentation veered from the financial engineering topics of their curriculum and, instead, summarized recent research regarding greatness and exemplary achievement.  I then took them through the training process we have developed for new traders and how it draws upon that research. 

 

To my delight, a number of the grad students "got it".  So few of us think greatly of our lives and the impact we can have.  It's not whether you're an artist, scientist, athlete, trader, doctor, lawyer, or Indian chief that is important; it's whether you find a life's pursuit so absorbing that you are driven to develop yourself through its mastery.  The great traders find, in their work, a constant source of challenge that pushes them to become more than they are.  So it is with great artists, scientists, etc.  

 

The beauty of working with young people is that their lights--their hopes and dreams of becoming more than they are--have not yet extinguished.  Surely those who nurture that flame within themselves and bring its warmth to others will find their eventual place at Valhalla's table.

Brett N. Steenbarger, Ph.D. grew up in Canton, Ohio, graduating in 1972 from Canton Lehman High School before leaving for college (Duke University), graduate school (University of Kansas), and an eventual career in Upstate New York (Syracuse).  The doc, now Director of Trader Development at Kingstree Trading in Chicago, plans a nostalgic return Upstate on May 1, when Assemblage 23 and Back to the Left appear at The Haunt in Ithaca.  You’re never too old to dream—or to rock.
